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Doi N, Fukunaga |, Kobayashi T, Hirose K, Hyodo M, Teshima M. Impact of
the Improved Publicly-funded Newborn Hearing Screening Program. JMA J.
2025;8(2):533-539.

Abstract:

Introduction: To increase the coverage rate and effectiveness, universal newborn hearing screening (NHS) should
be financed by public funding rather than individuals. This study investigated the impact of the publicly-funded
NHS program on the detection rate and the time to diagnosis and initiation of intervention for children with
congenital hearing loss.

Methods: We compared two groups: one group included newborns born between April 2011 and March 2016 who
either did not pass NHS or were referred due to high risk (Group 1); the other group included newborns born
between April 2017 and March 2022 who met the same criteria (Group 2). The screening costs of Group 1 were
covered by the guardians’ payments, whereas those of Group 2 were covered by public funding. The NHS
nrooeram in Groun 2 exhibited imnroved screenine methods course and timine of diasnostic hearine tests for
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