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Summary of the Consigned Operation for Examining the Plans
for Community-led Renewable Energy Projects
Kochi Renewable Energy Project Examination Council

[Overall abjective]
To accelerate the expansion of renewable energy introduction in Kochi Prefecture, it is important to establish an environment

in which many residents of the prefecture can participate and to move ahead with renewable energy projects with the

participation of communities.

Thus, the aim of this consigned operation is that the project examination council comprised of academic experts, private
enterprises, NPO and other private organizations, community residents, local governments, etc. will examine matters for
renewable energy projects and develop plans for community-led renewable energy projects to promote the smooth start-up of

renewable energy introduction projects accessible by communities.

[Project details for this fiscal year]

(1) Operation of the examination council
The “Kochi Renewable Energy Project Examination Council” was set up with the “Photovoltaic Power Generation
Examination Group”, “Wind Power Generation Examination Group” and “Micro-hydroelectric Power Generation

Examination Group”. Each examination group conducted detailed discussion and studies for renewable energy projects.

Meanwhile, the council exchanged opinions on specific roles, positioning, etc. of area coordinators.

(2) Preparation of implementation plans
For the implementation of a mega solar project, a hearing survey of council members, stakeholders, etc. was conducted

and coordination with the municipalities of the candidate sites was made to establish a project scheme.

The Photovoltaic Power Generation Examination Group summarized issues of the roof rental model project primarily

for residence, which was examined last fiscal year, and discussed how to proceed with the project.

The Wind Power Generation Examination Group exchanged opinions with interested municipalities, requested the
electric power company to examine system connection, and conducted necessary research of windmill transportation

routes and assumed routes of power transmission lines.

The Micro-hydroelectric Power Generation Examination Group narrowed down candidate sites for the project and

summarized issues in promoting the project, including matters required for authorization procedures.



(3) Workshop, etc. for promoting renewable energy projects
On the sidelines of a meeting of the Wind Power Generation Examination Group, a workshop was held to discuss
matters related to the permission of natural park development associated with windmill construction, as well as project
finance for a wind power generation project that needs a large amount of funds, and understanding of stakeholders was

deepened.

(4) Formation of the implementing body of the electric power generation project
To realize the mega solar project scheme, coordination with Aki City was made, and Aki City and Kochi Prefecture
concluded a basic agreement on the mega solar project to be implemented on idle land owned by the city. Proposal-based
open recruitment of private enterprises started on February 12, 2013 to invite enterprises that will be involved in the

project as project partners.

[Progress in this fiscal year to achieve the overall goal]

The mega solar project was summarized as the ‘“Kochi-style Community Reflux Renewable Energy Project Scheme”
designed to circulate as many benefits (profits, etc.) from the electric power generation project as possible in the community.
Also, the establishment of the project implementing body started to realize the electric power generation project plan with

joint investment of the prefecture, city, private enterprises in the prefecture, etc.

Examination of a project of photovoltaic power generation introduction model for residence, etc. was deferred due to many
issues for project participation. However, it was confirmed that the direction of the examination will be modified and that the

introduction of photovoltaic power generation will be examined in the future based on a community model.

With regard to wind power generation, it was confirmed in a survey that a 2,000 kilowatt-level windmill can be transported,
and the assumed scale of the wind power generation project on the Shikoku Karst and the number of windmills were

established. Examination of the project implementing body, etc. will be promoted in the future.

With regard to micro-hydroelectric power generation, it was clarified that the project has many issues including formation of
the project implementing body and implementation of detailed surveys to decide the project scale, so the examination of the
project was deferred. Meanwhile, participation of the River Division of the prefecture in the examination is a positive result.

In the future, area coordinators, etc. will support local activities individually, using connection through examination groups.

With regard to human resources development, the planned selection and development of new area coordinator candidates did
not result in the recruitment or development of such human resources. Meanwhile, NPOs in the prefecture recommended

candidates, so efforts will be continued to develop new area coordinators.
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