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A message from the Governor of Kochi regarding COVID-19

(5 February 2021)

l Today, the passing of three Kochi citizens who were receiving medical treatment for COVID-

19 was confirmed. I wish to extend my heartfelt condolences to the families of those who have

passed away.

l While the state of emergency in ten prefectures such as Tokyo and Osaka was due to expire

on 7 February, it has been extended for a month until 7 March 2021.

l Due to this, as I have previously requested, I would ask all of you to continue to limit travel as

much as possible to these prefectures with high infection rates until 7March. I appreciate your

cooperation in relation to this matter.

l Meanwhile, when looking at levels of infection in our own prefecture, the situation continues

to settle down. This is entirely a result of the cooperation shown by the citizens and businesses

of Kochi.

l However, we cannot see this as the end of the spread of infection. If we relax on our efforts to

date and return to normal, there is the risk that the infection will spread rapidly once again.

l In regard to dining out in groups, until now I have asked for your cooperation to stick to strict

guidelines of no more than four people and to dine for less than two hours. However, from 8

February we no longer request that you follow these guidelines.

l However, we ask you to continue to take measures to reduce the number of people you eat

with and to shorten these gatherings as much as possible.

l Furthermore, in regards to restaurants and dining out in groups, I once again ask for the

assistance of business owners. I ask for the cooperation of managers and workers in wearing

masks. Mask wearing is only one example of the many measures that should be implemented

in restaurants. I ask you to be sure you are implementing sufficient measures to reduce the

spread of infection and ensure the health and wellbeing of customers.

l As we work towards the quick resolution of this infection, I aim to continue to work hard on

this issue in collaboration with all of you. I ask for your continued cooperation.

February 5, 2021

Kochi Prefecture COVID-19 Emergency Response Headquarters' Chief

(Governor) Hamada Seiji


